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: An Open Letter To United Presbyterians 
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ig- Brethren: 

rh- 

n’s Many of you were shocked by the recent action of the Buffalo Assembly 
‘ul appointing a committee to explore the possibilities of a merger of Churches 
ch “as broad and as deep” as the negotiators can make it. You watched with 
ity surprise the drama of smoothly unfolding events which culminated in that 


sll. “booming voice vote” the papers described. You had not realized that the 
; UPUSA Church had become so captive to her leaders. 


What now? The committee is presumably free to “explore” until it has some- 
thing to offer a succeeding Assembly in the way of a concrete proposal: 
including a certain number of Churches on a specified basis of union, pre- 
sumably under the common affirmation, “Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour,” plus 
some sort of re-consecration to please potential High Church partners. Ap- 
he proved by that Assembly it will then be up to the presbyteries. 


Meanwhile, you need an organ of expression, a voice through which you can 
speak, a free press which will present both sides of the coming great debate, 
not just the “approved” side. And you need to spread the news that not all 
are prepared to abandon Presbyterianism; that a stronger, nation-wide Presby- 
terian Church is possible, if all who are interested can band together and let 
their voices be heard. 


We invite you to read the Journal, to pass it along to your friends. We are 
with you in this fight. We went through one before . . . successfully. 


—The Editors. 
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This issue of the Journal contains 
a report of early actions of the 
U.P.U.S.A. (Northern Presbyterian) 
Assembly meeting in Buffalo, N. Y. 
(May 17-24). The report, which will 
be completed next week, is by the 
Rev. Richard Allen Bodey, minister 
of the Third Presbyterian Church, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 





Up in Philmont, N. Y., the school 
board has passed a resolution forbid- 
ding the children to try and influence 
each other with their religious beliefs 
on school property (on the grounds of 
the principle of separation of Church 
and State). The board acted after a 
Roman Catholic girl became influ- 
enced by a schoolmate who was a Je- 
hovah’s Witness into giving up her 
religion. The girl admitted that she 
and her friend had “discussed relig- 
ion” before she made her decision. We 
hope that school board will also pass 
a resolution forbidding any budding 
delinquents in the student body to in- 
fluence the well behaved children with 
any of their bad habits. 





In the words of the ad writers, we 
have “a sensational offer” to make. 
In the interest of effective use of the 
Journal Sunday School lessons in the 
manner they were intended to be used 
we offer: to any Sunday School class 
willing to use them, free copies of 
the Journal for every member of the 
class for a period of one month. Just 
send a postal card to the Weaverville 
office telling us how many are in the 
class. 





We have just seen a description of 
“Christian”? Education as seen through 
the eyes of a modern expert in the 
field: “As Christian children grow up 
with the myths, legends and traditions 
of ‘holy history,’ they become able to 
share in the completeness of that his- 
tory.” That is Christian education ac- 
cording to Dr. Iris Cully, writing in 
World Christian Education. Our own 
preoccupation with the subject is due 
to the fact that the flavor of that 
sentiment too often influences Chris- 
tian Education closer to home. 
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BRAZIL—Add to the list of strange 
sects whose antiquities are dim—from 
the beginnings of Christianity — the 
Old Believers. These people have their 
roots in Russia. About the time of 
the Russian Revolution they left their 
homes in Siberia for Manchuria. The 
introduction of Communism to China 
spurred them to make a new search 
for freedom. Those who could obtain 
exit permits drifted down to Hong 
Kong as refugees. 


In 1958 a colony of 550 Old Be- 
lievers from China was established by 
the World Council of Churches on 
land that had been purchased for them 
at Santa Cruz, near Parana, in South 
Central Brazil. The last of the Old 
Believers in Hong Kong are now being 
resettled in the new Brazil colony. 


They have no formal church build- 
ings and no ordained priesthood. They 
belong to an un-reformed faith which 
has been persecuted since the 17th 
century when their forefathers re- 
fused to modernize their worship. 
Every house has its shrine where its 
ikons are preserved. 


The men do not shave or cut their 
hair because, like Samson, they be- 
lieve this marks them out as a people 
set apart. Their hospitality is bound- 
less, but they will not sit down to 
eat with anyone outside their faith 
because they think that to do so is 
forbidden in the Bible. 


Old Believers in Brazil have built 
their own houses and set up their own 
farms. By May, 1960, those who came 
in the first group had become self- 
supporting. During the last twelve 
months this colony has doubled its rice 
crop—the main source of cash income. 
The colony will soon have 700 settlers. 


‘Amended’ Blake-Pike Plan Approved 


BUFFALO, N. Y. — With only a 
negligible minority of dissenting votes, 
the UPUSA Assembly sanctioned a 
proposal calling for the Protestant 
Episcopal Church “to join with us in 
an invitation to the Methodist Church 
and the United Church of Christ, to 
explore the establishment of a united 
Church truly Catholic, truly Reformed 
and truly Evangelical.” 


As approved, however, the overture 
contained significant changes in the 
wording of the original Blake plan. 
The statement, submitted by the Stand- 
ing Committee on Bills and Overtures, 
substitutes the word “explore” for the 
word “negotiate” and adds the phrase 
“and truly Evangelical’ to its defi- 
nition of the United Church. These 
alterations may serve to cut back the 
speed of the ecumenical steamroller. 


In approving the overture, the As- 
sembly killed an amendment from the 
Presbytery of Chicago, requiring mu- 
tual recognition of the validity of the 
ecclesiastical status and orders of all 
uniting bodies. The amendment was 
aimed at the well-known ecclesiastical 
exclusivism of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. Opponents of the amend- 
ment cited the need for complete hu- 
mility and openness in_ initiating 
Church union conversations. They also 
expressed their confidence in the nine- 


man committee elected to execute the 
plan, headed by Dr. James I. McCord, 
president of Princeton Seminary. 


Before the final vote was taken, the 
Rev. Edward W. Stimson, of Omaha, 
Neb., leading vocal opponent of the 
original Blake plan, reminded the As- 
sembly that some commissioners were 
merely approving “conversations and 
explorations,” nothing else. Dr. Blake, 
however, in his answers to objections 
during the debate, continued to use 
the world “negotiate” to describe the 
work of the committee. 


Absent from the discussion was all 
reference to doctrinal considerations. 
Though the expression “the Reformed 
faith” was tossed into the arena of 
debate, it appeared to have no theo- 
logical orientation, but to be synony- 
mous with Presbyterian peculiarities 
of government and polity. To some ob- 
servers, Calvinism took a back seat in 
the gallery, while concern for clerical 
equality stole the stage. Some were 
heard to ask if Presbyterian theologi- 
cal education misreads the history and 
nature of its own Church. These 
seemed to feel that the discussion in 
the Assembly focused attention on the 
pressing need in the Church, of pre- 
cise theological definition and clarifi- 
cation. 





UPUSA Assembly: Ecumenical Note Loud 


(Following is a report on the first 
four days of the U.P.U.S.A. General 
Assembly. JOURNAL correspondent 
at the meeting was the Rev. Richard 
Allen Bodey.) 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—The ecumenical 
note rang loud and clear in early of- 
ficial actions and in individual speeches 
at the 178rd General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. 


The Assembly voted down, after 
sharp debate, two overtures designed 
to mute its voice on social economic 
and political issues. One appealed for 


disassociation of the Church from so- 
cial policy statements by the National 
Council of Churches. It would also 
have prohibited the denomination’s 
Department of Church and Society 
from issuing public statements ~ 

endorsed by the General Assembiy. 


Representing the Presbytery of 
Bismarck-Minot (N.D.), the Rev. 
William R. Lindsay of Bismarck 
charged that the peace and unity of 
the Church are endangered by certain 
pronouncements of the NCC and rec- 
ommendations of the Department of 
Church and Society. Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake, stated clerk, joined the 
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debate to say that acceptance of the 
resolution would be tantamount to 
withdrawal of support from the NCC. 


“It would be better,” Dr. Blake 
replied, “to withdraw altogether than 
to cripple our relationship with the 
Council.” 


Also failing was a companion over- 
ture calling for a two-thirds majority 
vote in the Assembly, instead of a 
simple majority, on “any pronounce- 
ment on social issues.” 


On recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on the Book of Common Wor- 
ship, the Assembly authorized prepa- 
ration of a new Book of Common 
Worship in cooperation with repre- 
sentatives of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. The committee plan also calls 
for publication of a new hymnal, in- 
cluding worship material for congre- 
gational use, about 1970. 


(U.S. members have been working 
with U.P.U.S.A. Worship Committee 
at the behest of the U.S. Board of 
Christian Education, not by action of 
the General Assembly.) 


Twenty fraternal delegates from sis- 
ter and daughter churches were intro- 
duced. Among the guests was Dr. 
Marion A. Boggs of Little Rock, repre- 
senting the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
He reminded the Assembly: “It was 
exactly 100 years ago this week that 
the Presbyterians of this country were 
rent asunder.” He was greeted with 
enthusiastic applause when he added, 
“Some of us had hoped we could cele- 
brate our 100th Anniversary by the 
reunion of all Presbyterians in this 
country.” He expressed continuing 
hope for the realization of this ob- 
jective. 


Elected moderator on the second 
ballot was Ruling Elder Paul McKelvey 
of South Pasadena, Calif. The vote 
was 536 to 958. Three ministers were 
nominated also. Mr. McKelvey, the 
fourteenth layman-moderator in the 
history of the several branches of the 
Church, heads a real estate manage- 
ment firm and has been chairman of 
the budget and finance committee of 
the denomination. 


Other candidates were: Dr. Walter 
Dudley Cavert of Harrisburg, Pa. 
(later appointed vice-moderator) ; Dr. 
Rex Stowers Clements of Bryn Mawr, 
Pa.; and the Rev. Hugh McHenry 
Miller of Dover, N. J. 


The retiring moderator, Dr. Herman 
L. Turner of Atlanta, Ga., summoned 





Austin ‘Union’ — 


Draft Is Cancelled 
(Funds Insufficient ) 


AUSTIN, Texas—Plans for the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. to assume half interest in 
Austin Seminary have been can- 
celled. The UPUSA committee on 
appraisal (of the Council on Theo- 
logical Education) reported at a 
meeting here that the “financial 
resources available to the (Council) 
will not permit execution of the 
proposed joint operation by Sep- 
tember of 1961.” The UPUSA 
Church was to provide $1 million 
for the seminary’s capital struc- 
ture by September as a first step 
toward joint ownership. 


Cancellation of the plan was an- 
nounced in a statement signed by 
representatives of the seminary, the 
Synod of Texas and the UPUSA 
Council on Theological Education. 
They said: “Each of us attending 
this meeting, speaking as_ indi- 
viduals, expresses deep regret at 
the necessity of this conclusion, re- 
affirms his conviction of the val- 
idity of the original purpose of this 
plan and pledges a continuing spirit 
of cooperation and mutual under- 
standing.” (See editorial, p. 10.) 











the Church to re-evaluate its pro- 
grams, particularly those related to 
its foreign missions enterprise. 
“Change is the hallmark of our time,” 
he declared. Dr. Joseph Sittler of the 
University of Chicago and a front- 
ranking United Lutheran theologian, 
addressed more than 2,000 at a popu- 
lar evening meeting, expounding on 
the relation of nature and grace. 


Membership in the denomination 
climbed to 3,259,011 in 1960, an in- 
crease of 49,329 in a year, the office 
of the General Assembly reported. 
Sunday school enrollment showed a 
loss during the year, from 1,939,069 
to 1,936,930. Contributions to all 
causes totaled $270.27 million, an in- 
crease of 11 million dollars. Of the 
total, $48 million went to benevolences, 
with $33 million going to the general 
mission program administered by the 
General Assembly. A long-range cap- 
ital funds program to raise $106 mil- 
lion was launched. 





You have one business on earth — to save 
souls.—John Wesley. 


Biggest Year of YFC 
Reported by President 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS) — 
Youth for Christ, now 17 years old, 
has just finished its biggest year, its 
international president reported here. 
Dr. Ted W. Engstrom, Wheaton, IIl., 
told the Minneapolis YFC board and 
local pastors at a breakfast that the 
movement now has some 3,200 high 
school Bible clubs in this country and 
Canada. About 60 per cent of these 
meet in school buildings—before or 
after school hours or during the noon 
hour, he said. 


Dr. Engstrom also reported the 
movement is developing work with 
delinquents known as “Life Line.” 
Young people who get into trouble 
are assigned to adult counselors and 
later channeled into the Bible clubs, 
he said. 





Challenge to Churches 
Seen in Census Report 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Un- 
less churches have an effective pro- 
gram to reach those who are under 
29 years of age, they are failing to 
minister to one-half of the United 
States population. If they have in- 
creased the size of their teen-age 
programs by 70 per cent in the last 
decade, they are merely keeping pace 
with the population growth, and may 
be behind it in some areas. 


Paradoxically, if they have in- 
creased by 50 per cent their ministry 
to the “golden age” group over 65, 
they are only keeping abreast of the 
rising number of elderly people. These 
were among the startling and challeng- 
ing facts laid before a conference on 
“The 1960 Census and the Churches” 
conducted here under the auspices of 
the Bureau of Research and Survey 
of the National Council of Churches. 


The median age of the U.S. popu- 
lation has now dropped to 29.5 years, 
meaning that anyone who is beyond 
that age is in the older half of the 
U.S. population. The number of teen- 
agers has increased greatly in the last 
decade and will continue to do so in 
the next decade, church leaders were 
told. 


At the same time, the number of 
persons over 65 will continue increas- 
ing and the need of a special ministry 
to them, as to youth, will become more 
acute. 
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Catholic ‘Tuition’ Case— 


Supreme Court Backs 
Vermont Ban on Aid 


WASHINGTON, D. C—The U. 5. 
Supreme Court has refused to review 
a decision of the Vermont Supreme 
Court holding that it is unconstitu- 
tional for a school district to pay 
tuition for students to attend private 
religious schools. The outcome of the 
case was hailed as “an important vic- 
tory for separation of Church and 
State’ by Paul Blanshard, special 
counsel for Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State (POAU) and one of 
the initiators of the test case. 


Justices here gave no opinion in 
denying a review of the Vermont de- 
cision, merely noting that “petition 
for writ of certiorari is denied.” This 
means that the decision of the Ver- 
mont court will be binding so far as 
that state is concerned and will be 
regarded as an important precedent 
in other states. 


In commenting on its decision, the 
Vermont court said, “The Roman 
Catholic Church is the source of the 
schools’ control and the _ principal 
source of their support. This combi- 
nation of factors renders the service 
of the Church and its ministry in- 
separate from its educational func- 
tion.” Evidently, the U.S. Supreme 
Court agreed, for it took the action 
asked by the respondent taxpayers 
and dismissed the petition for a review. 


Blanshard said the case is impor- 
tant because “it establishes a ‘money 
line’ for the first time in the matter 
of tuition.” He added: “It destroys 
the claim of those citizens’ groups 
who have been demanding tuition pay- 
ments directly to parents as a means 
of bypassing (the First Amendment 
of) the Constitution.” 


The case arose when the South 
Burlington District began paying tu- 
ition for Catholic students to attend 
Rice Memorial High School, a dio- 
cesan institution in Burlington, and 
Mount Saint Mary’s Academy, a near- 
by convent school for girls. Several 
citizens filed suit, claiming this vio- 
lated separation of Church and State, 
and were granted an injunction in 
Chancery Court restraining the school 
board from making further such pay- 
ments. The Vermont Supreme Court 
unanimously upheld the injunction. 


Of significance in the case is the 


fact that the Vermont Supreme Court 
based its decision on the First Amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution 
rather than on the Vermont State 
Constitution, thus making its decision 
a much broader precedent than would 
otherwise be the case. The First 
Amendment declares that ‘Congress 
shall make no law regarding estab- 
lishment of religion or prohibiting free 
exercise thereof ...’’ The Fourteenth 
Amendment has been interpreted as 
applying to the states all of the re- 
strictions placed against Congress by 
the first ten amendments. 





Russian Bid to WCC 
Gets Mixed Reaction 


NEW YORK—Reaction to the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church application for 
membership in the World Council of 
Churches has been mixed, with many 
denominational leaders expressing a 
“cautious” attitude. The Russian ap- 
plication is one of eight to be con- 
sidered at the Third WCC Assembly 
in New Delhi next fall. 


Archbishop Iakovos of New York, 
head of the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of North and South America, 
said he would be happy to vote for 
admission of all Churches behind the 
Iron Curtain if he were sure their 
intentions were “purely religious.’’ He 
also said he would not feel happy 
about voting to admit the Russians if 
they want to join the WCC because 
they see an opportunity for the 
Church “to expound its co-existence 
theory.” 


“TI wouldn’t like the World Council 
to become an instrument for either 
anti-Roman Catholic propaganda or 
Pax-Soviet propaganda,’ Archbishop 
Iakovos declared. “I would like the 
World Council to stay as it is and to 
get stronger — stronger in spiritual 
power and not in temporal power.” 


Greek Archbishop Ezekiel of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand (formerly 
Bishop of Chicago) said he favors ad- 
mitting the Russians. “It’s a nice 
thing if they want to cooperate,” he 
said. The Greek Orthodox representa- 
tives at New Delhi will be instructed 
on how to vote by their ecclesiastical 
superior—the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
Athenagoras, of Istanbul. 


The Russian application to join 
WCC was hailed by Commonweal, na- 
tional Roman Catholic weekly, as 
“another large step closer to unity.” 


Pierce Sees ‘Victory’ 
In Japanese Campaign 


TOKYO — World Vision’s widely- 
opposed Tokyo Christian Crusade got 
off to a slow start, but at the end 
of the first week Evangelist Bob 
Pierce confidently claimed that “vic- 
tory is assured.” 


Crusade officials said “thrilling evi- 
dence of this victory” was the fact 
that 417 persons came forward for 
counseling the last night of the first 
week. An average of 180 had re- 
sponded to the invitation in the pre- 
vious nights. Attendance at the cru- 
sade meetings in the 10,000-seat Meiji 
Auditorium has ranged from 5,000 to 
8,000. 


The month-long campaign was sched- 
uled to continue through June 5. One 
of its features is a pastors’ seminar 
for national ministers from throughout 
Japan. More than 1,000 pastors were 
invited to participate in the Tokyo 
month-long sessions. 


Among the opponents of the cru- 
sade have been some Japanese pastors, 
leftist labor groups, some Christian 
student organizations and even some 
right-wing groups. Moscow radio de- 
voted a broadcast to an attack on evan- 
gelistic campaigns conducted by Amer- 
icans, comparing them with medieval 
crusades. Some city officials claimed 
that Dr. Pierce violated the terms of 
his auditorium lease agreement by 
discussing other themes than “world 
peace.” 





Drunk Law Enacted 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) — Gov. 
Elmer L. Anderson has signed into 
law an “implied consent” bill backed 
by Protestant groups under which a 
driver could lose his license for re- 
fusing to take a test for drunkenness. 


Henceforth a Minnesota motorist 
charged with drunk driving could be 
asked to submit to a blood test for 
alcohol content. If he refused his 
license could be taken away for six 
months. The driver, however, could 
demand a court hearing, with the right 
to appeal for a jury hearing. The 
bill contained several amendments de- 
signed to satisfy opponents who were 
worried about protecting drivers’ civ- 
il rights. 





Ibe Trinity is more pleased with the ado- 
ration of it than with speculation upon 
it.—Erasmus. 
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The Gospel Paul Preached 


As one reads the story of Paul, the 
missionary, in the book of Acts; and 
as one reads the letters of Paul, the 
theologian, addressed to the churches 
which were developed through his min- 
istry, one is brought to realize that 
behind the man and his message 
there lay the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit and a burning zeal 
founded on holy convictions. 


Above all else there was a passion 
for the Gospel, the Good News of sal- 
vation. 

* * » * 


The Gospel Paul preached was first 
of all a gift, not a discovery. The 
origin of the apostle’s authority was 
that of a direct revelation from Christ, 
an authority which we must honor 
today and for which we thank God: 


But I certify you, brethren, that 
the Gospel which was preached of 
me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:12). 


Writing to the Ephesian Christians 
Paul says: 


“If ye have heard of the dispen- 
sation of the grace of God which is 
given me to you-ward: how that by 
revelation he made known unto me 
the mystery;—as I wrote afore in 
few words, whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge 
in the mystery of Christ” (Eph. 
3 :2-4. 


Furthermore, Paul’s message had 
its origin in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, which spoke of the coming 
Saviour. Again and again he clinches 
a point by referring to the Old Testa- 
ment record, in every case implying 
his full faith in both its integrity and 
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its authority: “But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the prom- 
ise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 
given to them that believe” (Gal. 
3:22). 

* aw * * 

In the second place Paul’s gospel 
came out of a transforming experience 
with the risen Lord. On the Damascus 
road the persecutor of the Church was 
instantly converted into a redeemed 
sinner, dedicated to know and do the 
will of the One he had been perse- 
cuting. In later years he returned to 
this experience as a reason for his 
preaching, regardless of the personal 
cost. “Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 
I was not disobedient unto the heav- 
enly vision,” was sufficient reason for 
his life’s ministry. He knew that his 
was a supernatural calling’ with a 
supernatural message. ' 


Furthermore, Paul’s experience was 
deep and lasting. He had penetrated 
into the greatest of all realities for 
the Christian: “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who 


loved me, and gave himself for me.” 


Little wonder that he preached with 
power. He was preaching of a Re- 
deemer, and spoke as one redeemed 
and in-lived by the One to whom he 
owed everything. 

* * * * 

In the third place Paul’s message 
was a gospel of uncompromised con- 
tent. 


Writing to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians Paul said: 


“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have re- 


ceived, and wherein ye stand... . 
For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received; how that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scrip- 
tures” (I Cor. 15:1,3,4). 


Viewing what Paul has to say about 
the cross and the resurrection we 
know there was no equivocation, either 
as to the implications of the cross, 
or the reality of the resurrection. Paul 
would be all things to all men, that 
he might win some, but he had one 
central message — Christ crucified, 
dead and risen, man’s only hope. 


* * * & 


In the fourth place, Paul the man 
of great intellect and deep learning, 
renounced the wisdom of this world 
that the wisdom of God might be 
manifested in him. He who could 
meet the philosophers of his day on 
their own grounds would not preach 
with subtle arguments lest the faith 
of his hearers might be built upon 
human wisdom rather than upon the 
power of God. 


Paul was willing to be a fool for 
Christ’s sake: 


“Let no man deceive himself. If 
any man among you seemeth to be 
wise in this world, let him become 
a fool, that he may wise. For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, He 
taketh the wise in their own crafti- 
ness. And again, the Lord knoweth 
the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are vain. Therefore let no man 
glory in men” (I Cor. 3:18-21). 


How subtle Satan is! He holds out 
the allurements of human wisdom as 
a bait to lead men away from the 
simplicity of the gospel! How easy 
to reject God-given scholarship in 
favor of that which is utter foolish- 
ness in His sight! 

* ok a 

In the fifth place, the gospel which 
Paul preached had its central message 
in the cross. 


Paul preached the cross with all its 
implications. He returned again and 
again to the blood as the agent of re- 
demption. It was the Son of God who 
died on that cross and it is His blood 
which cleanses from sin. 


In Paul’s gospel there was no place 


for human pride, for man’s sinfulness_, 


is exposed in both its nature and its 


(Cont. on p. 8, col. 3) 
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An Answer to the Question: “What Is A Christian?” 


God's Eternal Miracle 


Il Corinthians 5:17—“If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new.” 


A miracle is not some mysterious 
and musty marvel which must be 
relegated to the dim, distant past. 
Miracles are taking place every day. 
However, it is not our purpose here 
to enter into a discussion of the mys- 
tery or the meaning of miracles, but 
to partially answer a question with 
which each one of us should be vitally 
concerned: “What is a Christian?” 


Generally speaking, a Christian is 
a miracle that lives and breathes. 
Man, reborn, reclothed and redeemed, 
is God’s eternal miracle, contempor- 
ary to every age, conspicuous in every 
generation. “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 


To speak in more practical terms, I 
venture to suggest a three-fold ans- 
wer to this question: “What is a 
Christian?” 


A RELATIONSHIP WITH SELF 


First of all, a Christian is a person 
who has come into a new relationship 
with himself. “If any man be in Christ 
— (and a Christian is one who is in 
Christ) — he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” 


A Christian has a new center of 
control, his life is no longer egocen- 
tric but Christocentric. He has a new 
depth of character, he has discarded 
the “rags of sin” and has put on the 
robe of righteousness. A Christian 
also has a new .sense of contentment; 
In spite of mystery and perplexity he 
finds meaning and purpose in life. He 
has learned to say, “All things work 


C. NEWMAN FAULCONER, D.D. 


together for good to those that love 
God.” He has discovered the meaning 
of Paul’s words: “I have learned in 
whatsoever state I am therewith to be 
content”; he has found a peace which 
the world cannot give and which the 
world cannot take away. 


One day as Paul was thinking about 
the new life he had found in Christ, 
he looked at himself in utter amaze- 
ment and exclaimed: “It is not I, but 
Christ Who liveth in me.” His heart 
was so changed, his life so transform- 
ed, his soul so uplifted, his joy so full, 
his mind so serene, that he could find 
but one explanation. He was not the 
same man. Saul had died. Paul had 
been born. “I am _ crucified with 
Christ:” he says, “nevertheless I live; 
yet — not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
The old self of selfishness and sin, the 
old fears and frustrations had been 
nailed to the cross; truly, he was a 
new creature in Christ. Hence, he 
adds: “And the life which I now live 
in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 


Have you ever watched a caterpiller 
encase itself in its cocoon? Have you 
gone back in the spring to see it 
emerge from its silken casket a new 
creature? No longer is it a loathsome 
worm groping and crawling in the 
dust and dirt. It is now a creature of 
beauty, destined to bathe in the warm 
sunlight and soar into the blue sky. 


I am thinking of a man just now 
who, a few years ago, was a drunk- 
ard, a blasphemer, a bum. He was un- 
faithful to his wife, he scoffed at God, 
he “sponged”’ off his fellowmen. In an 
evangelistic meeting one night, by the 
grace of God, he saw himself as he 
actually was, but he also caught a 
vision of the man he might become 
in Christ. Something happened in him 


that night. The theologians would call 
it a conversion. You may call it any- 
thing you like. The terminology is un- 
important. The fact is the only thing 
that matters. He repented of his sins. 
He renounced his old life and his old 
habits. He professed his faith in Jesus 
Christ, and determined that by the 
grace of God he would try to be a 
man. And today, by the grace of God, 
he is a man. He is a respected citizen. 
He holds a responsible position in a 
Church. His habits are clean. His 
home is happy. His life is transform- 
ed. 


In the story of the Prodigal Son 
there are three distinctive stages in 
the Prodigal’s salvation. The first is 
physical. The second is psychological. 
The third is spiritual. These three 
successive steps are set forth in the 
following order. (1) “He came to 
want.” (2) “He came to himself.” 
(3) “He came home.” The second 
step is the point which illustrates this 
first answer to our question. “HE 
CAME TO HIMSELF.” A Christian, 
first of all, we said, is a person who 
has come into a new relationship with 
himself. 


A RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS 


In the second place, a Christian is 
a person who has not only come into 
a new relationship with himself, he 
has also come into a new relationship 
with his fellowmen. 


There are two kinds of people in 
the world from the standpoint of their 
place in society. These two classes are 
“Givers” and “Getters”. There are 
those who exploit their fellowmen 
and those who serve their fellowmen. 
There are those who are seeking an 
indulgent life of luxury and ease for 
themselves, and there are those who 
are seeking an abundant way of life 
for the world. It is not difficult to say 
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on which side of the fence a Christian 
stands. 


In the Sermon on the Mount we 
read: “Ye have heard that it was said 
of old, Thou shalt not kill . . . But I 
say unto you, Thou shalt not even 
be angry against thy brother without 
cause.” — “Ye have heard that it was 
said by them of old, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, but I say unto you, 
Do not even be adulterous in mind 
and thought.” — “Ye have heard that 
it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth: But I say 
unto you, Turn the other cheek.” — 
“Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate 
thine enemy: But I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you.” 


The trouble with the world lies in 
the attitudes of men. Our scientific 
inventions and discoveries can be a 
blessing or they can be a curse to 
humanity, depending on the attitude 
of those in control. A man in the 
laboratory learns a secret of the con- 
structive use of certain chemicals; 
some other man, with a wrong atti- 
tude, rushes off to put it into bombs. 
Someone in a laboratory finds the 
germ of a disease in order to cure us; 
another man hastens to learn how to 
use it so as to take the lives of his 
enemies. 


Sin produces all of the problems 
and troubles which plague humanity. 
When sin reigns in the heart of a 
man, that man is a part of the prob- 
lem of the world. When Christ reigns 
in the heart of a man, that man has 
become part of the solution of the 
problem. Are you part of the prob- 
lem, or a part of the solution? 


Zacchaeus, the self-centered publi- 
can, was a part of the problem of the 
world. He robbed and defrauded his 
fellowman. JZacchaeus, the self-sur- 
rendered follower of Christ, became 
a part of the solution of the problem. 
“And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto 
the Lord: Behold, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I 
have taken anything from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him four- 
fold.” A Christian is a person who 
has come into a new relationship with 
his fellowmen. 


A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 


Finally, a Christian is a person who 
has come into a new relationship with 


his God from the beginning. 


Considering man from the stand- 
point of his relationship to God, the 
human family may again be divided 
into two categories: “The Alienated” 
and “The Reconciled” — “The Con- 
demned” and “‘The Redeemed”’ — “‘The 
Lost” and “The Saved.” 


“Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are 
become new. And all things are of 
God, Who hath reconciled us to Him- 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation; 
to wit, that God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. For He hath made Him to be 
sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” 


It is not the will of God that any 
man should perish. “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 


“The wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


A Christian is one who can look 
toward heaven and say: “God is my 
Father.”” He looks at himself and 
says: “I am His child.” He looks out 
over the world and exclaims: “All 
men are my neighbors.” 


It is both challenging and satisfy- 
ing to be a Christian. Turn from your 
:ins today and become a “new crea- 
ture in Christ.” 


* * a 


Dr. Faulconer is pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Greenville, S. C. 





BIBLE IN 221 TONGUES 


NEW YORK (RNS) — The Ameri- 
can Bible Society announced here that 
in 1960 Scripture portions were pub- 
lished for the first time in five more 
languages of primitive peoples. Pub- 
lication of the entire Bible has been 
completed in 221 languages and the 
number of languages in which some 
portion of the Scriptures has been 
translated stands at 1,165, according 
to the society. 


PAUL'S GOSPEL—-from p. 6 


consequences, and the grace 
mercy of God are magnified. 


and 


* * * 


Finally, Paul’s gospel was preached 
in weakness that the power of God 
might be demonstrated. 


Preaching in weakness, in the face 
of adversity, Paul’s primary concern 
was with eternity. He maintained that 
perspective between this life and the 
next which compelled him to give top 
priority to the things which will last 
beyond the grave. 


Surrounded by social injustice, the 
despotism of Rome and the deadening 
influences of paganism Paul denoun- 
ced only those things which separate 
men from God, now and for eternity. 
He knew that all social injustices 
might be removed; the power of Rome 
destroyed; and, the perversions of 
paganism brought to nought, but 
without Christ men would remain lost 
sinners and he preached Christ as the 
Saviour from sin and the hope of 
eternity. 


Furthermore, Paul preached with 
love, with power and with supreme 
confidence. He knew that Christ could 
transform lives, for he himself had 
been transformed. 

Who can sound the depths of Paul’s 
gospel? After nearly two milleniums 
Christian scholars are still seeking to 
plumb the depths of his letter to the 
Romans and the breadth of the divine 
revelation which was given him. 


Now: 


If Paul received a special, and di- 
rect, revelation of divine truth from 
Christ how earnestly should we give 
heed! 


If Paul preached out of a trans- 
forming personal experience with the 
risen Christ how earnestly should we 
too seek to know and obey Him! 


If Paul preached an uncompromis- 
ed and uncompromising message how 
we should seek to be men of like earn- 
est conviction! 


If Paul renounced the wisdom of 
this world in favor of that which 
comes from above through the Holy 
Spirit, how carefully should we fol- 
low his example! 


If Paul preached all of the Scrip- 
tural implications of the Cross how we 
need to search out and give a similar 
emphasis in our witness for Him! 
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An editorial suggestion— 





The U.P.U.S.A. General Assem- 
bly, during its meeting in May, 
enthusiastically endorsed the “Blake- 
Pike” plan of Church union and 
appointed a nine-man committee 
headed by James I. McCord to put 
it into effect. ° 


Under the terms of the plan, a 
“Catholic and Reformed Church” 
will replace the U.P.U.S.A. Presby- 
terians, the Episcopalians, the 
Methodists, the United Church of 
Christ, and any others who want 
to come along. (The “others who 
want to come along” will probably 
be the first to join as the Episco- 
palians have shown a marked dis- 
like for the whole thing.) 


Thereby hangs a tale. And a les- 
son for all. 


Before the Assembly met we were 
repeatedly assured by Presbyterians 
all over the country that there would 
be no endorsement of the plan; that 
there was no wide-spread sentiment 
for it, that it was too wild to be 
taken seriously. “We are still Pres- 
byterians, you know,” they reminded 
us. 


These well-meaning people over- 
looked one important truth which 
well-meaning people always overlook 
until it is too late: Dictatorships 
(Church as well as State) are never 
set up with the consent of the peo- 
ple but always without the consent 
of the people. Two elements in 
every society (Church and State) 
make dictatorships possible: 1) a 
small number of dedicated, willing- 
to-work persons; 2) a vast number 
of well-meaning but unperturbed 
people who “don’t want to get mixed 
Up in politics” and who are con- 


vinced that “the people wouldn't 
stand for this. . . .” 


Dictatorships- Church and State 


Well-meaning people are always 
putting their trust in a fallacy: that 
“sentiment for’ or “sentiment 
against” a thing determines the way 
it will go. But this is a usually mis- 
taken notion. The “sentiment” of 
a people (Church or State) very 
seldom determines the way a thing 
goes. What determines the way a 
thing goes is the party in control 
of the machinery. And the party 
gains control of the machinery in 
the first place (Church or State) 
because well-meaning people “don’t 
want to get involved” and anyhow 
“the people won’t allow anything 
unfortunate to happen.” 


Remember the recent fiasco in 
Cuba? That fiasco was the political 
equivalent of what has just happened 
in Buffalo to the U.P.U.S.A.: the 
will of the party controlling the ma- 
chinery having its way over the will 
of the people. In Cuba, U.S. Gov- 
ernment CIA made no mistaken esti- 
mate of the situation except in one 
important respect: in a dictatorship 
the people do not express them- 
selves—right down to the last man 
they will do what the party control- 
ling the machinery wants them to do. 


In the history of the Church, dic- 
tatorships have not often been over- 
thrown. Once in power they have 
remained in power. They could be 
overthrown but the well-meaning 
Christians who “don’t want to get 
involved” simply will not stand up 
and be counted. It is inevitably thus. 
From the Presbytery to the General 
Assembly, nobody wants to make a 
fuss when the report of the Com- 
mittee comes in. So all in favor say 
“Ayel” ... 


This is essentially why the Journal 
has consistently opposed the creep- 





ing bureaucracy in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.—once in, it can seldom 
be dislodged. 


And this is why the Journal of- 
fered its “Another Proposal” for 
Church union. We believe the time 
is coming when evangelically minded 
Presbyterians will have an oppor- 
tunity to unite in a stronger, more 
trulv nation-wide Presbyterian 
Church. Such an opportunity could 
be included in the “Blake-Pike” 
plan now officially approved by the 
U.P.U.S.A. Assembly, calling for the 
creation of a “Catholic and Reform- 
ed” Church. 


Here is how it could be done: in- 
terested persons (who are willing to 
become involved) would make it 
known to the architects of the one- 
world Church that the success of 
their plans depends on the inclusion 
of provisions allowing those who do 
not want to become “Catholic and 
Reformed” to withdraw from the 
merger when it takes place, taking 
their property with them, in order 
that they may unite with any other 
Church body they may choose. 


We believe the plan being drawn 
for the “Catholic and Reformed 
Church” will include such a pro- 
vision if enough people insist on it. 
The plan laid before the US. 
(Southern) Church in 1954 included 
such a provision. 


This much we believe we can as- 
sure those who are asking: The Pres- 
byterian, U.S., Church is not willing 
to lose its life in the one-world 
Church. The Dallas General Assem- 
bly in April said in effect, that it had 
no interest in negotiating any union 
which would take the Church out of 
the Reformed family. 
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BDIJOHIALS 


Communism In The Churches 


We heartily concur in the action 
of the General Assembly in Dallas 
which adopted, at the behest of re- 
tiring moderator Marion A. Boggs, a 
resolution in effect asking all who 
would make charges of Communism 
against the clergy to name names and 
deliver evidence. We believe that 
“wholesale and irresponsible charges” 
are to be deplored whenever and 
wherever made. 


We also believe that shoe can fit 
the other foot. We deplore, with equal 
interest, ‘wholesale and _irrespon- 
sible” claims of loyalty and piety un- 
supported by evidence. 


For instance: Defending the Na- 
tional Council of Churches against 
charges of Communism, the report of 
Presbyterian, U.S., representatives to 
the NCC extolled the NCC as a “bul- 
wark against atheistic Communism.” 
As far as we are concerned, Dr. Boggs’ 
resolution applies to remarks of this 
kind as well as to remarks of the other 
kind. 


During the past twelve months the 
NCC—or one of its agencies—has 
mailed to this office literature 1) 
pressuring for the release of Willard 
Uphaus, New Hampshire clergyman 
convicted and jailed for refusing to 
release a list of names wanted by the 
Justice Department; 2) agitating for 
“justice” for Morton Sobel, convicted 
of espionage several years ago; 3) 
attacking the film, “Operation Abo- 
lition”; 4) strongly condemning the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 


In addition to these most recent 
concerns, the NCC is on record 5) 
urging the abolition of universal mili- 
tary training; 6) urging the repeal of 
the McCarran Act on immigration; 
7) opposing military alliances such as 
SEATO; 8) protesting the secrecy in 
the American government concerning 
control of armaments and the use of 
outer space. 


We have documents from the NCC 
itself relating to these matters. None 


of them indicate that the NCC is 
Communist-inspired. But none of them 
support the NCC as “a bulwark against 
atheistic Communism.” If our repre- 
sentatives to the NCC can “name 
names and deliver evidence,” they 
should do it. 


A good example of what we consider 
“wholesale and irresponsible” claims 
in this connection recently appeared 
in The Presbyterian News of the Synod 
of North Carolina. In the April issue 
the News editorialized: 


“Regarding the motion picture, 
“Operation Abolition” suffice it to say 
that it has been proved beyond any 
question of doubt that the picture did 
injustice to the vast majority of the 
students portrayed, who have been es- 
tablished as loyal Americans and not 
Communists nor Communist inspired, 
but who were attacked by San Fran- 
cisco police for persisting in what 
they regarded as their rights... .” 


Note the phrases, “vast majority” 
and “they regarded.” To us this is 
the sort of half-truth innuendo for 
which the John Birch society is justly 
criticized, and to which the Assembly 
resolution speaks. 





Two Errors Only 


There are two errors in the film 
(“Operation Abolition”): One, Har- 
ry Bridges is shown leaving the city 
hall and the accompanying edi- 
torial comment says this was shortly 
before the riots. In fact, he arrived 
shortly after the rioters had been 
cleared by the use of fire hoses. 
The important fact is that Harry 
Bridges was there. Two, a sequence 
taken on Saturday was included in 
the Thursday sequence. David Hope 
stated in the Oakland Tribune, Jan. 
25, 1961, “ ... It is astonishing 
that no more serious mistakes were 
made in putting the film together 
and drafting the commentary.” 


—Congressman John Rousselot, in 
United Evangelical Action. 

















Disappointment (P) 
At Austin Seminary 


The news (see p. 4) that the plans 
for joint ownership and operation of 
Austin Theological Seminary (by the 
U.S. and U.P.U.S.A. Churches) have 
been cancelled will bring a feeling of 
vast disappointment to many people 
who had seen in the plans Austin’s 
hope for development and expansion. 
The plans have fallen through due to 
the U.P.U.S.A. Church’s failure to 
supply its share of funds by which 
joint ownership and control were to 
have been established. 


Some of our readers will remember 
that when the proposal for joint owner- 
ship was placed before the Synod of 
Louisiana the editor opposed it. We did 
not believe that the time had come for 
the U.S. Church to be giving away 
its institutions to another Church 
which showed keen interest in taking 
control (or half interest) of any insti- 
tutions we were willing to give away; 
but no interest whatever in giving 
away any part of the control of its 
own institutions in the South (Mary- 
ville College, Warren Wilson College, 
etc.). 


This (to many people) disappoint- 
ment could prove a blessing in dis- 
guise. We are frankly inclined to 
view the collapse of this particular 
plan as providential. As the situation 
now emerges, Austin Seminary can 
claim the interest and the support of 
Presbyterians for whom the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., as a denomina- 
tion, exercises a special and com- 
pelling loyalty. The element of un- 
certainty over the future of an insti- 
tution 50% controlled by an ecclesi- 
astical authority whose future as a 
distinctly Presbyterian Church is at 
this moment gravely in doubt, has 
been removed. And a stronger appeal, 
in our opinion, can be made to the 
Presbyterian constituency of the 
Southwest, which is more than able 
to supply the necessary resources. 


We have been on the campus of 
Austin quite recently. The oppor- 
tunities and the challenges for great- 
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ness as a Reformed institution in that 
growing country are very real. We 
pray that the Lord will provide the 
necessary resources, of every kind. 


Meanwhile, we believe that the es- 
tablishment of permanent alliances of 
any kind, at any level, with the 
U.P.U.S.A. Church at this time, is the 
lesser part of wisdom. 





Praying for the Dead 


President Kennedy’s Memorial Day 
Proclamation called on Americans to 
observe May 30 by praying for the 
dead. 


This has caused a mild tempest in 
a teapot. Some religious leaders reg- 
istered their protests. One, we are told, 
was met with this rejoinder: “Some 
of you get excited too easily.” 


Now we belong to the ranks of those 
who believe that prayers by the living 
have no effect whatever on the eter- 
nal destiny of the soul which has 
already departed into the world be- 
yond. There is no further change in 
one’s destination after death. 


But we also believe that even a 
President should be allowed to express 
himself according to his faith—just 
as clerics at National Conventions 
should be allowed to express them- 
selves according to their faith when 
they pray. We have no reason to 
insist that the President (a Roman 
Catholic) should pronounce a purely 
Protestant doctrine. If this country 
must always reflect the Protestant 
faith (and in the final analysis we do 
believe it should) then let the people 
elect a Protestant President. 


Nevertheless there is one regrettable 
aspect of the Memorial Day Procla- 
mation. We have it on good authority 
that the text was written by a Prot- 
estant. If that is true, and it was not 
done at the direct behest of the Presi- 
dent, then it was inexcusable. 





Traffic violations can be blamed for 
2,600,000 injuries and more than 
30,000 deaths on U.S. highways dur- 
ing 1960, 


RESISTING 


Probably never in the history of the 
world have there been more things 
calculated to divert the mind and 
energies of Christians than today. 


Men in space; planned disorders in 
Southeast Asia; distintegration of the 
armies of France; the ascendancy of 
Communism in Cuba; seething unrest 
in many parts of Africa; political 
ineptitude at home and abroad... 
these and the seemingly lesser diver- 
sions in every phase of life are all 
calculated to disturb Christians and 
distract the Christian Church from 
those things which are of primary im- 
portance. 


Our Lord warned of such things: 


“And I say unto you my friends, 
Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more 
that they can do. But I will fore- 
warn you whom ye shall fear: Fear 
him, which after he killeth hath 
power to cast into hell; yea, I say 
unto you, Fear him” (Luke 12:4,5). 


Only a life rooted and grounded in 
Christ can maintain a proper perspec- 
tive in days such as these. Only a 
Christian who turns again and again to 
the Word of God can find the wisdom 
and peace he needs when all around 
the groanings of a lost and dying 
world can be heard. Only the indi- 
vidual who talks to God in earnest 
prayer — pleading, interceding and 
listening — can maintain the poise 
which is a gift from above and which 
is foreign to this world. 


Never have Christians needed to 
make use of these God-given means 
of grace as now, for from them alone 
proceed those qualities of faith, hope, 
love and action which enable us to 
look out and up with complete con- 
fidence while at the same time we 
give mute and also vocal witness to 
the saving, keeping and _ enabling 
power of the living Christ. 


These are days which test the souls 
of men. These are times when Chris- 
tians need to demonstrate to a con- 
fused and fearful world that the One 


DIVERSION 


in whom they trust is Sovereign and 
that He gives peace, courage and 
hope to those who take Him at His 
word. 


This is a time when we all need to 
demonstrate the STABILITY WHICH 
PROCEEDS FROM SIMPLE FAITH! 


“But what saith it? The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart: that is, the word of 
faith, which we preach; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation” 


(Rom. 10:8-11). 


God is permitting world chaos to 
accomplish His own purposes. He will 
never permit our own testing to be 
beyond that we are able to bear. He 
has also provided prayer and His Word 
as a sure means of keeping His own 
from being dismayed or diverted by 
immediate circumstances. 


God has done His part. It remains 
for Christians to demonstrate that 
His grace is sufficient. It also re- 
mains for Christians to refrain from 
every entangling alliance which in 
any way yields allegiance to any other 
than Him who is Sovereign, Eternal 
and Victorious. 


These are grand and glorious days 
in which to demonstrate that our God 
is sufficient in every way. 








Every system of philosophy that 
views all men as brothers must either 
be blind to sin or ignorant of God’s 
grace. ... Far from teaching that 
God is the Father of all men, the Bible 
poses as a most important problem 
how men may become children of 
God.—THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
MAN AND THINGS, Clark. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 





By REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The Scripture passages for this lesson form a sacred treasury of 
the chief verses in the Bible on the subject of the “tongue.” 
These passages are taken from three sources: (1) Proverbs; (2) Bible 
Acts; (3) James. Each has something important to say. The 
passages cited from Proverbs introduce the subject; the passage 
from Acts illustrates the subject; and the ones from James confirm 
the subject. What we are called upon to do in this lesson is to 
make a thorough study of the human tongue—that little organ that 


has the power of “death and life” (Prov. 18:21). 
Il. THE EVIL MAN DESCRIBED (Prov. 6:12-19). 


The verses that we are now about to deal with give 
us one of the blackest pictures in Scripture of the man 
who has not been regenerated by God’s Spirit. There 
are five descriptions of such a man: 


1. Described in his character (6:12). A man with- 
out God is called “a worthless person, a man of in- 
iquitv” (American Version). This person is a child 
of Belial (the Hebrew), which means that he is a 
child of the Devil (see II Cor. 6:15). Compare 
Romans 3:10-18. 


2. Described in his behavior (6:12,13). The in- 
spired writer here describes the acts of the unregen- 
erate man — “walketh ... winketh ... speaketh... 
teacheth . . .” Every part of his life is under the 
dominion of a sinful will; he cannot even move with- 
out manifesting some part of the corruption of his 
inner depravity. 


3. Described in his essential nature (6:14). “In 
whose heart is perverseness” (American Version) . The 
Hebrew reads: “Perversenesses in his heart.” His very 
heart is the fountain from which proceed obscenities 
and depravities. This man “deviseth evil continu- 
ally” (American Version) — he cannot think a good 
thought (see Gen. 6:5). Discord follows wherever he 
may be found. Like the restless sea, he knows no 
peace (Isa. 57:20). 


4. Described as to his end (6:15). The Hebrew 
reads: “Therefore suddenly shall come his calamity; 
suddenly shall he be broken, and there is no remedy.” 
See 29:1 for the same thought. How often “sudden 
destruction” has come upon men in the midst of 
their impenitence and the hardness of their hearts! 


5. Described in his depravity (6:16-19). A picture 
of the unregenerate man is given in terms of seven 
things that the Lord Jehovah hates: (1) “a proud 
look”. The Hebrew reads, “eyes being exalted”; that 
is, “eyes of arrogance”; (see Prov. 30:13); (2) “a lying 
tongue” (Heb., “a tongue of deception”; that is, a 
tongue characterized by deception and falsehood) ; (3) 
“hands that shed innocent blood” (as Cain did; also 
the crucifiers of our Lord — Acts 2:23; 3:4f); (4) “a 


Lesson for June 18, 1961 
GUARDING THE TONGUE 


Material: Proverbs 6:12-19; 
15:1-7; Acts 4; James 1:19-20, 26; 3; 
4:11-12 


Devotional Reading: Proverbs 16:1-7 


Memory Selection: Proverbs 15:1 





‘ 


heart that deviseth wicked imaginations” (Heb., “a 
heart that engraves thoughts of wickedness” — indicat- 
ing an indelible imprint of evil in the furrows of his 
mind); (5) “feet that be swift in running to mischief” 
(indicating the alacrity and pleasure of his will in pur- 
suing “evil” — a better translation than “mischief’) ; 
(6) “a false witness that speaketh lies” (Heb., “he 
breathes out lies, he is a witness of deception” — as if 
to indicate that in every act of breathing he breathes 
out lies); (7) “he that soweth discord among brethren” 
(Heb., “he that lets loose discords among brethren”— 
as if the “discords” are bound in his own corrupt 
nature and are released by him among other men). 


Ill. SEVEN CONTRASTS (Prov. 15:1-7) 


In these verses, dealing largely with human speech, 
we find a sevenfold contrast: 


1. Gentleness and harshness (15:1). This verse is 
the memory selection for this lesson — and it well 
deserves that place of honor. Jacob’s words with Esau 
(Gen. 22 and 23), Aaron’s words with Moses (Lev. 
10:16-20), and David’s words with Saul (I Sam. 
24:8-22) serve to show what this verse means. 


2. Wisdom and folly (15:2). The speech of a man 
indicates whether he is wise or foolish. We are re- 
minded of the modern proverb: “It is better to keep 
silence and be thought a fool than to open your mouth 
and dispel all doubt!” 


3. God and evil (15:3). The Lord knows all that 
is going on in this world; nothing escapes His notice— 
(Ps. 139:7-10; Heb. 4:13). “Keeping watch” implies 
that God will eventually bring all things into judg- 
ment (II Cor. 5:10). 


4. Health and breakdown (15:4). The Hebrew 
runs thus: “A healing of the tongue is a tree of lives; 
but perverseness in it is a crushing of spirit.” This 
would seem to indicate that health returns when the 
tongue is. brought under control. 


5. Folly and prudence (15:5). The word back of 
“despiseth” is translated “blaspheme” in several places 
(II Sam. 12:14; Ps. 74:8, 10; Isa. 52:5). The son who 
spurns his father’s instruction is not likely to regard 
the Heavenly Father with respect. 
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6. Plenty and trouble (15:6). The Hebrew runs 
thus: “The house of the righteous is an abundant 
treasure; but in the production of the wicked is a 
thing troubled” — as if to suggest that trouble fol- 
jows upon the wicked man’s every act. See Prov. 10:2; 
11:4; 15:27. 


7. Lips and heart (15:7). The word back of “dis- 
perse” is usually translated “scatter.” Godly wisdom 
benefits everyone around (Matt 24:14; 28:19f; Mark 
16:20). But the heart of the wicked does not produce 
similar “seeds” of goodness and value. 


IV. THE POWER OF THE TONGUE WHEN 
PUT TO GOOD USE ILLUSTRATED (Acts 4). 


In this chapter we have a dramatic description of 
the power of God’s Word. The main thoughts may 
be seen thus: 


1. Words of unbelief (4:1-7). The religious author- 
ities were troubled because the apostles taught the 
people that Jesus had risen from the dead. These 
authorities gathered together to squelch the spread- 
ing faith in Jesus Christ. 


2. Words of grace (4:8-12). Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, answers the false charges and proclaims 
Jesus Christ as Israel’s true Saviour, in Whom alone 
there is salvation. 


3. The Words of opposition (4:13-22). The rulers, 
tacitly admitting the supernatural authority of Peter’s 
ministry, seek to intimidate him; to which Peter 


answers that he must continue to speak in obedience 
to God. 


4. The Words of prophecy (4:23-31). God's saints, 
after Peter’s release, comfort themselves by recalling 
the prophecy God made through David (Ps. 2:1f). 
God further confirmed their faith in His Word by 
filling them again with the Spirit — thus giving them 
greater power to speak “the Word of God with bold- 
ness. 


5. Words of power (4:32-37). Great unity pre- 
vailed among the believers, and the apostles, with 


great power, witnessed to the truth of Christ’s resur- 
rection. 


V. “SLOW TO SPEAK” (James 1:19,20,26) . 


The following truths are to be noted in this well- 
known passage on the tongue: 


1. A relationship recognized — “brethren.” James 
is addressing readers who belong to the Christian 
fellowship. This James was the leader of the early 
disciples (Acts 12:17; 15:13). 


2. A warning repeated — “swift to hear” (Prov. 
8:32-36; Neh. 8:2,3,12-14,18) ; “slow to speak” (Prov. 
10:19; 13:3; 15:2; 17:27; 21:23) ; “slow to wrath” (Prov. 
14:17,29; 15:18; 16:32; 17:14; 19:11.19; 25:28). 


3. A reason revealed — “For the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteousness of God.” Man cannot in 
anger do the will of God. Moses’ wrath against the 
Israelites caused him to smite the rock twice, dis- 
pleasing God‘ and forfeiting his right to enter the 
Promised land (Num. 20:9-13) . 


4. Hypocrisy rebuffed (1:26). Here we have: The 


vanity of that person whose manner of speaking does 
not match his protestations of being religious. The 
person whose life does not show forth the truth of his 
claims to be godly may deceive himself but his religion 
is exposed to all for what it really is—vain. 


VI. “Ad PERFECT MAN” (James 3). 


This is the classic description in the Bible of the 
power and possibilities of the human tongue. 


1. A gentle reminder (3:1) — “be not many mas- 
ters.” The Christian is not to strive for mastery. It is 
enough if he can be master of himself. 


2. A little thing counts for a lot (3:2) — “the same 
is a perfect man.” Christian maturity is seen more in 
the control of the tongue than in any other faculty 
that we possess. Such self-control makes us mightier 
than the mightiest of earth (Prov. 16:32). 


3. An illustration (3:3-5). Using horses and ships 
as examples, James shows what tremendous power over 
the whole body is exercised by the tongue. 


4. A source of great evil (3:6-12) — “a world of 
iniquity.” Here we have the most vivid account in 
all literature of how evil the tongue can become. 
Three words will characterize the description here 
given: (1) the tongue is inflamed (3:6) — “it is set 
on fire of hell”; (2) the tongue is incorrigible (3:7f) — 
“the tongue can no man tame”; (3) the tongue is in- 
consistent (3:9-12) — “Out of the same mouth pro- 
ceedeth blessing and cursing.” (Perhaps at this point, 
you will recall great harm done by gossip or by 
slander.) 


5. The Spiritual man described (3:13-18). The 
truly Spiritual man will be characterized by good 
works, by meekness (yielding), by humility. Where- 
ever you see strife and envying vou know that the 
“wisdom” (spirit) there is “earthly, sensual, devilish.” 
But the “wisdom” that is from God is “first pure, then 
peaceable,” etc. Notice that it is first pure! 


VII. SPEAK NOT EVIL ONE OF ANOTHER 
(4:11-12). These final words about the tongue sug- 
gest the following: 


1. A prohibition. Believers are reminded that to 
speak evil of another is to set oneself up as a lawgiver 
and as a judge (II Cor. 12:20; I Peter 2:1). 


2. A presumption. Believers who set themselves 
up as judges become judges of the law rather than 
doers (servants or subjects) of the law. This is to 
claim authority we do not possess. 


3. A sole authority. James reminds his readers that 
there is but “one lawgiver Who is able to save and to 
destroy.” Because this is so, Christians should not 
presume to pass judgment upon their brethren. 
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Move to new campus in September, 1961 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR JUNE 18, 1961 











What About Military Service? 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Am I a Soldier of the Cross?” 
“Anywhere With Jesus” 


“Take My Life and Let It Be” 
Scripture—Matthew 8:5-13 


NOTE TO PROGRAM LEADER: Since this pro- 
gram deals with matters pertaining more to the future 
of the boys in your group, try to have all the parts 
taken by the fellows. Be sure to keep discussions from 
running wild, allowing only one at a time to speak. 
Some questions will remain unanswered, but each young 
person must face these matters for himself. This pro- 
gram should stimulate their individual thinking con- 
cerning military service. 


PROGRAM LEADER: During World War II, the 
Army had a recruiting poster with a picture of Uncle 
Sam pointing his finger straight toward anyone who 
might read it, and underneath the caption, “Uncle Sam 
Wants YOU.” Some volunteered for military service, 
and many others were drafted. Things are a little dif- 
ferent today because the need for men is not as great. 
And yet, military service does stare every boy who 
graduates from high school squarely in the face. What 
should he do about it? 


FIRST SPEAKER: Brother, that’s not for me. I 
want to get an education. And besides, in military 
service your life is too restricted. No freedom. And 
I'll tell you something else. I believe war is wrong, 
and that it is wrong for Christians to be a part of the 
military program. Christ said “blessed are the peace- 
makers.” I don’t see how a Christian young person 
can have anything to do with missiles, bombs, killing 
and all the rest. 








MONTREAT - ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 


Fully accredited. An affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts — Business Education — Music 
Terminal Courses — Business and Church Secretary 


Total Cost $855 — Liberal Scholarships 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box J, Montreat, N. C. 














Guest Writer 
Rev. Loren V. Watson 


PROGRAM LEADER: (Permit several minutes of 
discussion on the remarks. Then call it to a halt, and 
move along to the next point.) OK, let’s not try to 
settle all the world’s affairs right now. I believe we 
can all see that there are differences of opinion con- 
cerning the attitude of Christians to military service. 
What did Christ say to the centurion in the Bible 
passage we read? That is, did He tell him to get out 
of the army because it was wrong? Notice what Christ 
said in verse 13: “Go thy way,” which meant to get 
back to his duty. A centurion was an officer in the 
Roman army who commanded 100 men. In this in- 
stance, at least, our Lord did not condemn a man for 
being a soldier. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 1 think there is another 
reason why we should avoid the military if possible, 
and that is the effect it can have on our morals, our 
Christian life. You just talk to some one who has been 
through it, and you will find out that there are a 
million temptations we never come across here at 
home. Most kids, when they get away from home, 
act a lot differently. They do things they would never 
do in their own home town. Military life breeds 
trouble, if you ask me, and I want no part of it. Don’t 
get me wrong, though. I would be willing to fight to 
keep my country free. 


THIRD SPEAKER: (To the group, to get dis- 
cussion going) What about that? Is military life all 
that bad? (Permit several minutes of discussion, then 
call a halt.) OK, that is enough. Let’s put it this way: 
the Army or the Navy or the Air Force or the 
Marines is a tough place to live, especially for a Chris- 
tian who wants to live for Christ all the time, day 
in and day out. But so is school. So is any place in 
the world. And if the Holy Spirit will provide the 
power as the Bible says He will, can’t a Christian live 
a Christian life in the military as well as anywhere 
else? In fact, it seems to me that we should look at 
military life as a sort of mission field. There is need 
for personal witnessing in the military services, and 
only those who are saved—Christians—can witness for 
God. 


PROGRAM LEADER: It’s beginning to look as 
if there is a possible answer for every objection against 
the armed forces. You can even get a pretty good 
education too, if you plan it carefully. But we must 
admit that a Christian will look at things in a differ- 
ent light from others. When we took Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, we placed such matters as these in His 
hands, so that in the final analysis, each Christian must 
seek God’s will for his individual life. Certainly we 
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should be loyal to our country and obey her laws—the 
Bible requires this of us. But we need not ask for 
trouble by joining up just for the fun of it. It won't 
be fun anyway. 


FIRST SPEAKER: | see what you mean, but | 
still think war is wrong. Perhaps we could think of 
military service today as a means of trying to prevent 
war. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Even with the moral temp- 
tations that come to Christians in the Armed Forces, 
I can see that in Christ there can be victory over them. 


THIRD SPEAKER: But after all is said and -done, 
the decision about what I shall do or what you shall 
do is a personal one between us and our Saviour. 


PROGRAM LEADER: (Close program with prayer, 
asking for guidance in making the vital decisions that 
young people face. Thank Christ for the gift of His 
Holy Spirit Who will give this guidance to all Chris- 
tians who seek it.) 





Our prayer and God’s mercy are like two buckets in a 


well; while the one ascends, the other descends.—Hopkins. 








SEMINARY STUDENT GIVES 
EVANGELISM ENDOWMENT 


DECATUR, Ga—A $200,000 en- 
dowment has been given Columbia 
Theological Seminary by one of its 
students. 


The donor is W. Donald Munson, 
who is graduating from the semi- 
nary this year. The money was left 
to him by his mother, and the fund it 
creates is named the Vera Bowen 
Munson Endowment Fund in her 
honor. 


The gift is to be used to endow 
the seminary’s Department of Evan- 
gelism to support “the work of Christ 
and the preaching of the Gospel.” 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, Columbia 
president, said: “It’s possible that 
somewhere in the theological world 
a student of some seminary has been 
able and willing to make such a gift 
to his alma mater, but I have never 
heard of any similar incident any- 
where.” 


Mr. Munson, a native of Lookout 
Mountain, Tenn., is planning to go to 
Japan in 1962 as a missionary under 
the auspices of the Presbyterian, U.S., 
Board of World Missions. Before en- 
tering the seminary he worked for 
six years as an official of the South- 
ern Chemical Cotton Co., in Chatta- 
nooga. He left the position to study 
for the ministry when he felt led to 
return as a missionary to Japan, where 
he once served as a U.S. Navy officer. 


“The highest academic honor the 
seminary can give,” the Fannie Jordan 
Bryan Fellowship, has been awarded 
to Mr. Munson. He is a graduate of 
Washington and Lee University. 


Other seniors winning honors at 
Columbia Seminary include: 


JHE CHURCH AI HOME, 


Robert Glen Newman, Blountstown, 
Fla., Bryan Fellowship; John Harden 
Law, LaGrange, Ga., Alumni Fellow- 
ship; Stephen McQueen Huntley, Jr., 
Dahlonega, Ga., Alumni Fellowship; 
William Marvin Randolph, Norfolk, 
Va., Alumni Fellowship; Olof Hal- 
vard Lyon, Miami Shores, Fla., Anna 
Church Whitner Fellowship. 





$1.5 MILLION IS SEEN 
FOR QUEENS ENDOWMENT 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Addition of 
$1.5 million to the endowment of 
Queens College is in prospect. Charles 
A. Dana of New York has given the 
college $500,000 on condition that it 
raise $1 million. Half of that million 
has been pledged by Irwin Belk, Char- 
lotte business executive, as a Carol G. 
Belk endowment fund. 


Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president, 
said that Mr. Dana’s gift will help to 
attain the goal of 15 endowed pro- 
fessorships set a year ago. The New 
York manufacturer, banker and phil- 
anthropist in 1959 gave the college 
$360,000 as a challenge gift for a 
classroom building and $200,000 for 
scholarships. Mr. Beik has also given 
sizeable gifts to the college. 








“Can’t you be a little more quiet 
during church services?” 














MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERY 
ISSUES PROTEST ANSWER 
LOUISVILLE, Miss. — Central Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery has answered a 
protest over installation of a minister 
from the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church by denying that it was guilty 
of “mischievous or erroneous judg- 
ment.”” The protest had been lodged 
when the Rev. James E. Moore was 
received to serve as pastor of the 
Macon and Center Point churches. 


The four-point answer, drafted by 
a committee and approved by the 
presbytery at its meeting here, said 
Mr. Moore was born and reared in 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and had 
withstood a rigid, thorough examina- 
tion before his acceptance and had 
expressed a firm and strong adherence 
to the denomination’s constitutional 
standards. 


The answer also noted that the pol- 
icy advocated in the protest, if ob- 
served, “would have the effect of 
excluding from our fellowship and 
service, ministers from any sister de- 
nomination.” 


Dr. J. Kelly Unger was moderator 
of the meeting. Moderator in nomi- 
nation for the July 20 meeting is the 
Rev. J. C. Watson of Tchula. 





JACKSON EDUCATOR IS 
PRESIDENT OF BELHAVEN 


JACKSON, Miss. -— Howard J. 
Cleland, principal of one of the na- 
tion’s top-ranked secondary schools, 
will become president of Belhaven 
College July 1. Mr. Cleland, who has 
been in the Jackson public school sys- 
tem 15 years, is principal of Murrah 
High School and formerly headed a 
junior high school. 


The new president is a deacon in 
Jackson’s First Church. 
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Hosts for Assembly 


FLORENCE, Ala. — When the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
holds its General Assembly here 
it will be meeting at the First 
(U.S.) Presbyterian church. The 
host pastor for the meeting, which 
begins June 21, is the Rev. J. V. C. 
Summerell. 


Fraternal delegate from the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., General Assembly 
to the General Assembly that meets 
in a Presbyterian, U.S., church will 
be Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, pastor 
of the Morningside church, Atlanta, 
Ga. 











GRANT IS P.C. SPEAKER 


CLINTON, S. C.—Dr. Edward Grant 
of Baton Rouge, La., former execu- 
tive secretary of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, was scheduled to be com- 
mencement speaker at Presbyterian 
College, replacing John Temple Graves, 
who died May 19. 


Plans of Seminary Seniors Are Listed 


(Editor’s note: This year’s seniors 
at Presbyterian seminaries who have 
indicated what work they will accept 
are listed with the location of the 
work to which they have been called. 
Most are going as pastors, but some 
will take other positions. Graduates 
of other seminaries will be listed in 
subsequent issues.) 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 


Wyatt Aiken, Jr., Clarkesville, Ga.; 
George Woodside Alexander, Jr., Fitz- 
gerald, Ga.; Claude Ivan Allen, Jr., 
Granada church, Coral Gables, Fla.; 
Michael Louis Andrews, Whitfield Es- 
tates church, Sarasota, Fla.; Stephen 
Allan Bacon, Central church, Ander- 
son, S. C. 


James Wilson Beaty, Varennes and 
Flat Rock churches, Iva, S. C.; Joe Don- 
ald Bishop, Mannington church and Mc- 
Kinnon chapel, Jesup, Ga.; Hugh Don- 
ald Bowers, Powell’s Valley church, 
Big Stone Gap, Va.; Joe Bailey Camp- 
bell, Phenix City, Ala. 


Charles Ray Carter, Shearer church, 
Mooresville, N. C.; George Dewey 
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Here’s an offer designed to promote a better 
understanding of Presbyterianism and its heri- 
tage in this centennial year of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. These five publications 
among the finest in Reformed literature) are of- 
fered for just $5. If bought separately they would 
cost $8.15. Order one or more sets today. 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE by Gordon 
PREDESTINATION by Loraine Boettner, regu- 


THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS by Egbert W. 
Smith, regularly $1.25 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING TO THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM by William Childs 
Robinson, regularly $.25 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, including articles 
by Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott, 
and B. Hoyt Evans, regularly $.15 
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Carter, Jr., Red Bank church, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; Donald Royce Collins, 
Draper’s Valley church, Draper, Va.; 
Drennon Blair Cottingham, Keystone 
church, Odessa, Fla. 


Thomas Francis DesChamps, McRae, 
Ga.; Milton McNeely Foust, Gulf, 
Farmville and Cumnock churches, 
Gulf, N. C.; Billy Starr Goforth, First 
Church, Johnson City, Tenn.; George 
Everett Gossett, Calvary church, Elber- 
ton, Ga.; John Darcy Guedes, Rice- 
boro, Ga.; James Payton Hall, Doug- 
las church, Lancaster, S. C. 


William Franklin Harrington, First 
Church, Hinesville, Ga.; Edward Hene- 
gar, Isom church and Sandlick chapel, 
Isom, Ky.; Gary Evans Howell, Mt. 
Vernon and McGregor churches, Ailey, 
Ga.; Stephen McQueen Huntley, Jr., 
Williston, Fla. 


William Rowland Johnson, Poplar- 
ville, Miss.; James Warren Kershaw, 
Newnan, Ga.; Jesse Paul Lipe, Delhi, 
La.; Robert E. Malsbary, Andalusia, 
Ala.; Curtis Wilton Medlin, Pleasant 
Grove church, Chester, S. C.; Paul 
Smith Mixon, Alto, Archibald, Baskin 
and Union churches, Alto, La. 


Jack Emerson Morris, Fairview 
church, Lawrenceville, Ga.; Richard B. 
Morton, Meadowlawn church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla.; Jimmy Gene Peck, 
Enterprise, Ala.; Arthur Harry Pflug, 
West Brown chapel, Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn.; William Marvin Ran- 
dolph, Jackson, Ga. 


Thomas Russell Roddy, Warring- 
ton, Fla.; Carl Delmous Smith, Hogans- 
ville, Ga.; Harvey Howard Smith, 
Signal Mountain church, Signal Moun- 
tain, Tenn.; Merrill Olin Stalcup, Jr., 
Second Church, Memphis, Tenn.; Rob- 
ert Daniel Taylor, Jr., Memorial 
church, West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Brister Hagaman Ware, Philadel- 
phia, Miss.; William Lee Warlick, First 





ALL YOU,.NEED... 





to find out about 
Standard True-to-the-Bible 

Literature. Send today for free 
samples — Graded or Uniform 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
PJ-661 


Lid 





PAGE 16 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 7, 1961 





Church, Anniston, Ala.; David Carlton , 

White, Castanea church, Stanley, ? ’ t ° 

N. C.; James Augustus Wiest, Greeley- TEh2 4 L LEA 
ville, S. C.; Donald Lee Wilson, John 


Knox church, Savannah, Ga. 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


Graduate work—Olof Halvard Lyon, 








W. Donald Munson, Jr., Robert Glen JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
Newman. 13. Review 
DO YOU REMEMBER? Fill in the blanks with the words listed 
below. Some words are used more than once. 
System ATI C pillar of cloud manna Pharaoh Christ God 


h L Moses Benjamin Jacob Job Red Sea Joseph 
t c O O G y Passover blood 


. What was the name of Joseph's father? 


Fire-proof construction is rare in mod- 
ern churches., We see the mason using 





5s oF ia 
ot 

















































| marble, but God sees the minister 2. Who was put into a pit? 

. building with wood, hay, and stubble. P P 

i Westminster’s department of theology - eepe oe 

'y has two specifications for apprentices: 3. What Egyptian word means king ? 

” that they build on the one Foundation, 

and that they labor in the precious 4. Who was Joseph's youngest brother? 

. stones of God’s Word. 

L Prof. John Murray, M.A.,Th.M. 5. Who forgave his brothers? 

i , 

’ Theology is a work of 
m worship; Its teaching ' as called “perfect and upright” ? 
it demands devotion and 6 Who henna d - prig 

l precision. Professor : 
“ Murray's classes begin 7. Whose sons and daughters were killed? 


with whispered prayer; 
they often end in ring- 
ing affirmations of 
praise, aflame with the 
glory of Scripture. His 
commentary on Romans blends exegetical dis- 
cipline with spiritual perception. In his writ- 
ings on Christian ethics he applies the Bible 
with vigor to the life of the church. 


Dr. Edwin H. Palmer 


Dr. Palmer brings to 
his teaching years of 
pastoral experience, 
particularly with uni- 
versity students. His 
doctorate was earned 
in the Netherlands in 
a study of Roman Cath- 
olic thought. He is the 
author of a lucid work 
on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. For several 
years he has served as editor of The Encyclo- 
paedia of Christianity, a forthcoming reference 
work of evangelical scholarship. 


. Who told Job the wonders of creation? 











8 
9. Who spoke to Moses from a bush? 
0 





Whom did God send to speak to Pharaoh? 


11. Who sent plagues to show He was Lord? 





12. What did the Israelites put on their doors? 








13. What man led the Israelites from Egypt? 
14. What feast celebrates their escape? 








15. Who is called our passover? 
16. What did Christ shed on the cross for us? 








~~ sell VLUUCUrelC el eetlCU ZZ hCOURF ~~ oo —_ = 
- EPSP PSS PISrrrs 
ee a i itd ? " al v . 


17. What showed the Israelites the way? 





and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 
The Director of Admissions, 


18. What sea did the Israelites cross? 
19. What food did God give them? 
20. Who is called the ‘‘bread of life’? 





5 | Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
F 





| Westminster 
Seminary 


Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 








REVIEW AND MEMORIZE the following verses: 
Psalm 19:15; Proverbs 3:6; Mark 16:15. 





(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses”, Copyrig 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Cal 
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THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 
READER, ed. by G. Ernest Wright 
and David Noel Freedman. Double- 
day & Co., Garden City, N.Y. (Paper) 
322 pp. $1.45. 


In this book is found a series of 
twenty articles by various qualified 
authors reprinted from the Biblical 
Archaeologist, a quarterly Journal 
published by the American School of 
Oriental Research “as a service to 
those who wish a reliable but non- 
technical survey of current research 
and discovery in the field of Biblical 
archaeology.”’ Many of the articles 
are of general interest, such as those 
entitled: “Has Archaeology Found 
Evidence of the Flood?” ‘Sodom and 
Gomorrah,” “The Manna of Sinai’ 
and “Musical Instruments of Israel.” 


Varying theological points of view 
are reflected. We are told by some 
of the authors of the increasingly 
constructive view of Biblical history 
that has come from the discoveries of 
archaeology in recent years. For ex- 
ample, on page 18 is found: “The 
early historical traditions of Israel 
cannot be easily dismissed as data for 
history when such a_ variety of 
archaeological facts and hints make a 
different view far more reasonable.” 
Some other of the authors, unfor- 
tunately, attempt to treat as legend, 
or offer natural explanations for, su- 
pernatural events in the Bible. De- 
structive higher criticism is used by 
this latter group, especially in regard 
to various events and authorship of 
the Pentateuch. 


With excellent footnotes and photo- 
graphs and some bibliography, in a 
paper-back edition, this book has an 
appeal for both laymen and ministers 
particularly interested in being in- 
formed of findings in the field of 
Biblical archaeology. 


—/(Rev.) Clinton C. Baker 
Jackson, Tenn. 





THE LORD’S PRAYER, by Henry 
Bast. Church Press, Grand Rapids. 
71 pp. $1.50. 


Dr. Henry Bast, Lecturer in the De- 
partment of Practical Theology at 
Western Theological Seminary, Hol- 
land, Michigan, presents in this little 


book a series of devotional sermons 
on the different parts of the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


The sermons were originally given 
over “Temple Time,” a radio broad- 
cast of the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica. Dr. Bast’s approach is reverent, 
and deeply rooted in fidelity to the 
Word of God. 


Every earnest Christian desires to 
know more about prayer, and this 
little book will show us that our Lord 
is still waiting to teach us how to 
pray today, through the Word and 
through the Spirit. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS OF 
F. B. MEYER, compiled and edited 
by Andrew Kosten. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 111 pp. $1.50. 


DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS OF 
CHARLES H. SPURGEON, compiled 
and edited by Donald E. Demaray. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids. 111 
pp. $1.50. 


These two pocket-size books are de- 
votional jewels among a series now 
being produced by Baker. Each has 
52 devotions with an identical number 
of powerful prayers from the pens of 
its respective author. The depth of 
spiritual insight hits home to the need 
of the Christian pilgrim for daily de- 
votional manna. These servants of 
God knew the heart of the Lord Jesus 
and eloquently expressed their worship 
of Him to the reader in such a way 
that the reader shares their love and 
fear of Him. 


Of the two, Meyer, the great Bible 
expositor, is this reviewer’s personal 
choice, primarily because of his mas- 
terful use of prose to express the 
pious poetry of his heart and because 
his devotions are all drawn from 
Isaiah 40-55. 


Spurgeon’s emphasis is more in the 
way of sound advice and Christian 
admonition. After telling a story of 
a mountain climber who fell to his 
death after refusing the rope of his 
guide, Spurgeon warns: “Do you get 
tired of the rope? God’s providences 
hold us, restrain us, and we get tired 
sometimes. But we need a guide, and 
shall until the dangerous paths are 
over.” 


-—(Rev.) Harry S. Hassell 
Concord, Tenn. 


DEVOTIONS and DIALOGS for 
WOMEN, by Wilma L. Shaffer. Stan- 
dard Publishing Company, ‘Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 125 pp. $1.50. 


This book will appeal to federated 
club women the world around because 
it offers 12 programs based on the 
Collect, which is a club woman’s 
prayer. The author says, “To take 
apart the sentences of a beautifully 
written prayer — to delve into such 
subjects as pettiness, self-pity, fault- 
finding, and pretense — to reach into 
the hearts of women and touch the 
common cord — to present serenity 
of the soul — was not easy! 


“But with deep sincerity, constant 
prayer, and eager determination IT 
IS DONE!’ The author also pre- 
pared twelve clever dialogs on the 
same theme as the devotional, which 
sparkle with enthusiasm and the abil- 
ity to hold a group’s attention. The 
dialogs are short and written for three 
women. These may be presented fol- 
lowing each devotional or combined 
into one production, dramatizing in 
one performance all the thoughts of 
the Collect. Program committees 
should welcome this book. But these 
devotionals and little dialogs are 
equally appropriate for church gath- 
erings for they are filled with truths 
designed to cultivate serenity of the 
soul. 


—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 





HEALTH SHALL SPRING FORTH, 
by Paul E. Adolph, M.D. Moody Press, 
Chicago. 126 pages. $2.50. 


This is the best book now on the 
market dealing with the complex issues 
of health, healing and religion in a 
small volume. Pastors who are look- 
ing for a book they can recommend 
to their members on the subject may 
well begin here. 


Dr. Adolph is a former medical mis- 
sionary in China, and also a retired 
Lt. Col. of the U.S. Army medical 
corps. He is now instructor of Medi- 
cine at the Moody Bible Institute. He 
is able to write from a broad medical 
background, with full insight into the 
Holy Scriptures. It is this rare com- 
bination which places the book in a 
class apart. 


—Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 





‘Take a long passage; preach a short sei 
mon on it.—Wm. C. Robinson. 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE @® ee 


The quotation ‘‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Liyes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
i ~ & 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk elamann Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belb-Stugesn Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
ee ge“ Co. 
Whitmire, C. 
Jack Gilfilead. Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
7 Ss. C. 

M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson C. 
go . & 
R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
a. ‘3 Department Store 
revard, 
J. E. Smith, _, a 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpsor Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
a? Co. 
Corbin, ne 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark 
W. H. Wade, Mgr. -Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


eng Co. 
amen, 
J. » McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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MINISTERS 


A. P. Dickson from Pineola, North 
Carolina to Plumtree, North Caro- 
lina. 

Richard M. Morton from Atlanta, 
Georgia to St. Petersburg, Florida. 
John N. Wilson, mission pastor of 
the First Church, Wilson, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Faith and 
Frank Price churches, (recently 
chapels of the First Church, and 
organized into churches.) 

John G. Parks, Jr., Reidsville, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the First 
Church, Augusta, Ga. 

C. G. Bruce, from Louisville, Miss., 
to Stockton, Ala. 

David A. Laverty from Belcher, La., 
to Trinity church, Laurel, Miss. 
David T. Evans, Jr., from Bridge- 
pert to Cleburne, Texas. 


PULPIT EXCHANGES 


Ministers swapping pulpits this sum- 
mer with Church of Scotland min- 
isters include: 


James Sprunt, Staunton, Va., with 
Charles H. H. Scobie of Clark Me- 
morial church of Largs, Ayrshire. 
Sam S. Cappel, Mebane, N. C., with 
Robert W. Bruce of New Haven-on- 
Forth parish church, Edinburgh. 
Paul F. Warren, Asheville, N. C., 
with James H. Hamilton of the 
Hyndland parish church, Glasgow. 
Joseph M. Garrison, Greensboro, 
N. C., with George B. C. Sangster 
of Queen’s Cross and Rubislaw 
churches, Aberdeen. 

I. M. Bagnal, Bennettsville, S. C., 
with John H. Dutch, Old and St. 
Andrews parish church, Helensburg. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints ef 
the original 1879 revised editions of the fa- 
mous McGuffey’s Readers have been complet- 
ed and you can now purchase exact copie 
at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-6, Rowan, Iowa 





LETTERS 
WRONG AGAIN? 


The April 19th editorial and article 
on capital punishment incorrectly as- 
sumed that Soviet Russia now retains 
the death penalty for “political crimes” 
only. In 1947 the death penalty was 
abolished in the USSR except for po- 
litical crimes. The penalty was par- 
tially restored in 1950 for other crimes 
and fully restored in 1954. The latest 
laws (see N.Y. Times, May 7, 1961) 
expand the former provisions for the 
application of capital punishment. 


—Edward A. Manice 
New Haven, Conn. 





SERVICES IN STATE PARKS 


Regarding the story in the April 
26th issue (about the State of Ohio 
forbidding religious services in state 
parks) V. W. Flickinger is correct. 
Church and State should be forever 
separate and I believe will be. 


—P. W. Bearinger 
Hancock, Md. 


The Ohio ruling, strictly taken, would 
forbid you from having a devotional 
around the campfire while on a week- 
end camping trip in the state park.— 
Ed. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS HELP 


Ever since Mr. Broomall first 
started writing the S.S. Lessons I have 
intended to write my congratulations 
and appreciation for his very wonder- 
ful work. Before this I found that a 
great deal of time was spent, each 
week, going through (various helps) 


trying to compile a complete lesson... 
now I feel completely secure in study- 
ing only his. This can be such a help, 
too, when one has a full time job at 
home with three children and teaches 
an adult class every Sunday. 


—Mrs. D. M. Roberts 
Orangeburg, S. C. 





THIS AND THAT 


Two sample copies of the Journal 
have reached me and I am greatly 
pleased with the meaty content and 
the fundamental aspects of the edi- 
torials. I am an Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian, but my husband was 
made an elder in the Tinkling Spring 
church near Fishersville, Va., more 
than forty years ago ...I feel that 
the day is not too far distant when 
we A. R. P.’s and you who are funda- 
mental Presbyterians will have to get 
together “to defend the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the 
saints.” 


—Mrs. William C. Miller 
Chester, S. C. 





Your issue of May 3rd I read 
through without stopping except brief- 
ly for lunch. It is one of the best and, 
as a reader from the Journal’s incep- 
tion, I can say they’ve all been fine. 


—Walter D. Shepard 
Montgomery, Ala. 


We didn’t realize that reading the 
Journal makes one hungry.—Ed. 





We are not called unto greatness, but un- 
to faithfulness. 








More than 1,000,000 in Print 
HALLEY’S BIBLE HANDBOOK 


Testaments, Aj 





e An Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with notes on Books of the 
Bible, their Historical, Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, 
75 Illustrative Maps. @ Amazing Archaelogical Discoveries, Illustrat- 
ing Bible History, 78 Authentic Reproductions. @ Related Historical 
Data from the Annals of Babylon, 
Bible Story. @ How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and New 
hal Books, Manuscripts and Early Christian 
Writings. e An Epitome of Church History, Connecting Bible Times 
with Our Own, Persecution, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther 
and the Reformation. @ Select Bible Verses Now Included in the 
Handbook. There is nothing published, of its size, that has as much 
practical Bible information. 


4x614x114 . 968 Pages, Cloth Bound 
Order from 


t, Greece, etc., touching the 


$3.75 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








PAGE 20 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 7, 1961 












